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Dear Friend:

Endometriosis affects an estimated 176 million women and girls worldwide – more than Alzheimer’s and 
Crohn’s Disease combined - at a staggering associated cost of approximately $22 billion annually. The dis-
ease interrupts lives and causes intractable, often chronic abdominopelvic pain; infertility/pregnancy loss; 
and painful sex, and leaves many women and adolescents feeling isolated. Yet, despite the overwhelming, 
negative impact endometriosis has on the global female population, this chronic, as-yet incurable disease 
continues to be stigmatized, ignored and even dubbed “psychosomatic.” Endometriosis remains a mystery; 
continually fraught with missed and delayed diagnoses, ineffective treatments and needless hysterecto-
mies. Though symptoms may present in adolescence, the average woman will go nearly a decade – across 
as many as five physicians – before her pain is taken seriously.

In our young years, the EFA is already a pivotal influence amid the public and those working in reproduc-
tive health, bringing vital attention to a disease that has not received its due for hundreds of years. At the 
heart of our goals, we strive to improve the lives of all those struggling by facilitating early intervention, 
timely diagnosis and effective treatment. Our mission is to fight against the devastating effects of endome-
triosis by generating awareness, promoting accurate education and advocating for legislative and research 
advances. The EFA further addresses societal prejudices and misinformation in the medical community by 
combining research and education, while actively working to find a cure. It is our hope that as a result of our 
crucial efforts, the millions of women and girls struggling with this enigmatic disease will not feel so alone.

In 2010, we made a decision to fund the first repository tissue bank initiative of its kind with Lenox Hill Hos-
pital to study the science behind this complicated disease. This landmark, translational research effort will 
have a significant impact and change the paradigm of diagnosis and treatment.  We also continue to host 
scientific symposiums annually, highlighting pioneering research on endometriosis presented by a consor-
tium of international experts. Our annual Blossom Ball continues to raise widespread, societal awareness 
and helps facilitate our research endeavors. In just the last year alone, our foundation generated over
320 million media impressions, encouraging women to get diagnosed early. With our Executive Director 
Deborah Castillero, we have ambitious plans for 2011, including a high school/college outreach campaign, 
more seminars for health practitioners, collaborative initiatives with prestigious universities, and a robust 
public awareness campaign.

Please join us in our efforts. On behalf of the 1 in 10 women and girls struggling with this debilitating 
disease, we ask for your support in helping us make history to heal all those afflicted by endometriosis. 

Sincerely,
 			    

		   Ms. Padma Lakshmi					     Tamer Seckin, MD

B l o s s o m  B a l l  P r o g r a m :

7:00 PM	 COCKTAILS

8:00  PM 	 DINNER

8:45 PM	 REMARKS BY PADMA LAKSHMI

	 FOUNDATION HONOREES 

PRESENTED BY TAMER SECKIN, MD

	 REMARKS BY SPECIAL GUEST 

SUSAN SARANDON

9:45 PM 	 PERFORMANCE BY BEBEL GILBERTO

10:30 PM	 DANCING



2 0 1 1  F o u n d a t i o n  H o n o r e e s

Dr. Caroline Gargett, BAppSci, MAppSci, PhD is the Deputy 
Director (Women’s Health) of The Richie Centre and Senior 
Scientist in the Monash Institute of Medical Research (MIMR). She 
is also a member of Monash University Department of Obstetrics 
& Gynaecology. She holds a prestigious RD Wright Fellowship 
from Australia’s National Health and Medical Research Council 
(NHMRC). In 2004 she established an independent laboratory 
at MIMR and founded the Endometrial Stem Cell Group. Her 
pioneering research discovered 2 types of adult stem cells in 
the highly regenerative endometrial lining of the uterus, and she 
published the first papers, reviews and book chapters on the 
topic. More recently her group discovered the first markers that 
enable the isolation of mesenchymal stem cells from human 
endometrium. Her group has also identified cancer stem cell 
activity in endometrial cancer. Current research examines the 
role of endometrial stem cells in endometriosis and endometrial 
cancer, and the potential use of endometrial mesenchymal 
stem cells in a tissue engineering application for pelvic organ 
prolapse repair surgery. Dr. Gargett holds an international 
reputation as the world authority on endometrial stem cells. Dr. 
Gargett was featured in the NHMRC publication “10 of the Best 
Research Projects in 2008”. She has received several national 
and international awards for her research, including the European 
Society for Human Reproduction and Embryology Established 
Scientist (2005) and British Council Researcher Exchange (2007) 
Awards. Dr. Gargett serves on the Editorial Board of Reproductive 
Sciences and was an Associate Editor for Human Reproduction 
(2005-2008). She is currently Vice President of the Australasian 
Society for Stem Cell Research and has also served as Secretary 
for the Society for Reproductive Biology (2005-2007).

David B. Redwine, MD, FACOG was born and raised in Fort 
Worth, Texas. He is a 1970 graduate of Stanford University 
and received his MD degree from Baylor College of Medicine 
in 1973. He received his Ob-Gyn specialty training at the 
University of Oregon Health Sciences Center in Portland, 
Oregon. He became interested in endometriosis when his 
first wife was diagnosed with the disease. Dr. Redwine has 
been in private practice in Bend, Oregon, since 1978. Active 
in research and surgical management of endometriosis by 
complete excision since 1979, he has experience in over 3,000 
surgical cases from around the world, including over 900 cases 
of intestinal endometriosis. He tabulated the range of visual 
manifestations of endometriosis which revealed a historical 
lack of understanding of the real nature of the disease. He 
developed economical techniques for laparoscopic excision 
for virtually every pelvic and intestinal disease presentation 
possible. He showed that endometriosis can be cured by 
excision in approximately 60% of patients, a result that 
has been confirmed by many other studies. Mülleriosis, his 
theory of origin of the disease published in 1988, is now 
receiving increasing support from genetic studies illuminating 
endometriosis as an embryologically-patterned process 
governed in part by poly-genic processes, principally HOX 
genes. He has published dozens of scientific papers, dozens 
of textbook chapters, several books, and travels internationally 
to lecture and perform demonstration surgery.



Co-Chairs:
SUSAN SARANDON · EILEEN GUGGENHEIM · CINDI LEIVE

 

Honorary Committee:
MARIA BARTIROMO · ANDY COHEN · DONNA D’CRUZ · LUCA ORLANDI · DR. OZ & LISA OZ

AMY SACCO · ANDREW SAFFIR · GAIL SIMMONS 

MARY ALICE STEPHENSON · NICOLE  TRUNFIO · DITA VON TEESE

Host Committee:
KIM BENDHEIM · LISA M. CIRANDO · TED FORSTMANN · MARY GIULIANI · NINA KÖPRÜLÜ 

THE HIEBER FAMILY · FRANCES REGAN · PETER LEWIS · JANET ROSEL

THE TOMASSETTI FAMILY · FAREED & PAULA ZAKARIA

Steward Committee:
JESSICA R. BROWN, MD · ADITI DEEG · ANDREA DOWD · TUCKER GURLEY

MARINA MALCHIN · CRISTINA MATERA, MD · MAUREEN MOOMJY, MD · TERESA RANDOLPH 

RONALD PRIMAS, MD · SHEILA PRIMAS · ANDREA SCOPPETTA · MINA SECKIN

Board of Directors:
KIM BENDHEIM · LISA M. CIRANDO · JENNIFER HIEBER · PADMA LAKSHMI

FRANCES REGAN · JANET ROSEL · TAMER SECKIN, MD

 

Founding Board Members:
VIOLET BERNARDINO AND JINESHA SIRIWARDANAE

Medical Advisory Council:
KARLENE CHINQUEE, MD · LONE HUMMELSHOJ · DONNA KESSELMAN, MD

SAMUEL LEVIN, MD · OZGUL MUNEYYIRCI, MD · CAMRAN NEZHAT, MD

RONALD PRIMAS, MD · DAVID B. REDWINE, MD · HARRY REICH, MD

HEATHER ROPPOLO-GUIDONE · HUGH TAYLOR, MD · BRUCE YAFFE, MD

Staff:
DEBORAH CASTILLERO - EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

HEATHER ROPPOLO-GUIDONE - CHIEF MEDICAL & SCIENTIFIC COORDINATOR

ALEXIS GARRY - GENERAL ADMINISTRATOR

SARPER KOCABIYIK - WEBMASTER

JOSH ABENE - MEDICAL GRAPHIC DESIGNER



&&Mr. And Mrs. Demir Sabanci 

CONGRATULATE DR. TAMER SECKIN AND

THE ENDOMETRIOSIS FOUNDATION OF AMERICA

ON THE IMPORTANT WORK

BEING EXECUTED TO HELP WOMEN

WITH ENDOMETRIOSIS.

CONGRATULATIONS ON THE GREAT

STRIDES THE EFA IS MAKING TOWARDS

IMPROVING THE LIVES OF WOMEN

WITH ENDOMETRIOSIS.

Janet Rosel & Peter Lewis
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IN SUPPORT OF THIS EVENT,

WE WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE

GENEROUS GIFT MADE BY

THE LEON LOWENSTEIN FOUNDATION, INC.

IN BEHALF OF Kim Bendheim,

CO-CHAIRMAN AND DIRECTOR OF

THE FOUNDATION.

WE ARE THRILLED TO CELEBRATE

THE ENDOMETRIOSIS FOUNDATION OF AMERICA 

FOR ITS INNOVATIVE AND 

REVOLUTIONARY WORK IN THE AREAS OF 

WOMEN’S HEALTH AND

WOMEN’S REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS.

Lisa M. Cirando, Esq. & Friends



BLOSSOM BALL
ONLINE AUCTION
MARCH 3-30, 2011
Join us with Padma Lakshmi for the first annual Blossom 
Ball Online Auction to raise funds for the Endometriosis 
Foundation of America, a nonprofit organization focused 
on fighting the devastating effects of a disease that 
affects millions of women and adolescent girls.

www.charitybuzz.com/endofound

Auction Highlights

Go Shopping with Padma at 
Kalustyan's Spices Followed by 

a Private Cooking Lesson in 
Your Home

Win Two Tickets to Attend 
Glamour Magazine's Woman of 

the Year Awards on 
November 7, 2011

Enjoy Two VIP Tickets 
to The Today Show Concert 

Series Performance of 
Your Choice

Enjoy a Two-Hour Personal 
Tour of Gail Simmons' Favorite 

NYC Dessert Spots

Get Away for 7 Luxurious 
Nights at the 5-Star 

Grenadine's 
Palm Island Resort

Enjoy Dinner and Wine Pairing 
for up to 8 Guests at the World 
Renowned Le Bernardin Plus 

Tour the Kitchen

&THANK YOU EFA

FOR INCREASING AWARENESS

OF ENDOMETRIOSIS AND

ITS PROPER MANAGEMENT.

Elizabeth Poynor  MD /  PhD /  FACOG



We are proud to support The 
Endometriosis Foundation 
of America in the very 
important work that they 
do in promoting early 
detection and state of the art 
treatment of Endometriosis.

hello@plaid-creative.com 212.343.3503

 

 

   

We’re very proud to join DR. TAMER SECKIN 

and the ENDOMETRIOSIS FOUNDATION OF 

AMERICA in support of this worthy cause. 
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1590 TROY AVENUE 

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11234 

(718) 252-0126 
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L. MOORE STUDIO IS ONCE AGAIN PLEASED TO

PROVIDE PHOTOGRAPHY SERVICES FOR

THE ENDOMETRIOSIS FOUNDATION OF AMERICA’S

ANNUAL BLOSSOM BALL

please visit our website
www.lmoorestudio.com or contact us at 516-314-8997

Making a DIFFERENCE

One PHILANTHROPIST at a time… 

www.tpfund.org | +1.646.530.8988|216 E. 45th Street, 7th Floor, New York, NY 10017

TPF helps donors realize their philanthropic goals to meet community needs.

While guiding donors, TPF seeks to maximize the impact of giving, 

with a particular focus on Turkey.







Samuel Levin, MD
103 East 86th Street

Obstetrics and Gynecology
New York, NY 10075

212.369.5422



B’CAUSE
IS A
BOUTIQUE
STUDIO /
A UNION
OF UNIQUE
TALENTS
BARBORA VENCKUNAITE / CREATIVE
MARINA MALCHIN / STRATEGY
KALEO ROMUALDO / MARKETING
...
www.bcause.net  /  646 662 4223
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COMPREHENSIVE, INDIVIDUALIZED CARE IN A COMFORTABLE, PRIVATE SETTING.

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL TREATMENT OF INFERTILITY AND GYNECOLOGICAL DISORDERS.

IVF, ICSI, PGD, EGG FREEZING AVAILABLE IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NYU FERTILITY CENTER.

Cristina Matera, MD

Maureen O'Brien Moomjy, MD

Jessica R. Brown, MD

Board Certified in Reproductive Endocrinology & Infertil ity
Academic affil iations with NYU, Columbia and Cornell

50 East 77th Street,  New York, NY 10075,  212-639-9122 

www.madisonwomenshealthandfertility.com

Lenox Hill Hospital

salutes

Tamer Seckin, MD and Padma Lakshmi

for all that they do for 

National Quality
Healthcare Award

Winner 2010

Lenox Hill Hospital and the North Shore LIJ Health System

salute

Tamer Seckin, MD and Padma Lakshmi 

for their unending commitment to women's health, research and quality of life.

NEW YORK INTERIOR CONSTRUCTION

Fred Taverna / President

66 Reade Street,  New York, NY 10007

Tel: 212-251-0790 / Fax: 212-251-0127
ftaverna@nyiconst.com
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A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU:

M a j o r  D o n o r s :

JANET ROSEL & PETER LEWIS · TEDDY FORSTMANN

E F A  P a r t n e r s :
B’CAUSE · BELLOWS CREATIVE COMBUSTION · BWR · CHARITY BUZZ · LAWLOR MEDIA GROUP 

PLAID CREATIVE · STONE KELLY EVENTS & FLORALS · TRUST AFFAIRS · WCMG

G i f t  B a g  &  A u c t i o n  C o n t r i b u t o r s :
ALMA SALON · ANGELO DAVID SALON · ANNA SUI · BEAMPINES · BRAVO · CBS TELEVISION

GLAMOUR MAGAZINE · LA GAZZETTA · LAIR RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

MADAME PAULETTE · MASHA D’YANS · MAYFLOWER INN & SPA · PARK AVENUE SKIN CARE

PEDALING PEARLS · POP CHIPS · SARAR USA, INC. · SKIN BY MONICA · ST. JAMES CLUB & VILLAS 

SOUL CYCLE · THE GRENADINES PALM ISLAND RESORT · VALERY JOSEPH SALON 

VERANDAH RESORT & SPA · VILLA PACRI · WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT

V o l u n t e e r s :
SENAY ATASELIM · KIMBERLEY BIERLEY · JENNY CALVIN

LUCY CASTRO · LISA M. CIRANDO · ERICA DAVIS · ADITI DEEG · MEGHANN DOYLE · MEHMET KIRDAR

KIMBERLY MCNAY · SHILPA PATEL, PHD

LAUREN SALTZMAN · ELIF SECKIN · ALEXANDRA SHAFFER · LAUREN SIEGAL

w. 212.988.4160, 872 Fifth Avenue, NY, NY 10065

www.endofound.org - www.facebook.com/endofound

www.YouTube.com/endofound



zinfandel
2007

dry creek valley
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old vine

fam i ly

720ML
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Junmai daiginjo Sake - premium

pure night


